The XVII National Conference of the IASG was held at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi from 29th September, through 1st October 2007. There were pre-conference symposia on esophageal disorders and on liver transplantation (28th September 2007). The congress workshop was held on 2nd October taking advantage of the National Holiday.

A last-minute withdrawal of booking by the Gynaecologists of AIIMS, allowed the organisers to change the venue from NCUI auditorium nearby to the Institute auditorium itself and that made several logistic considerations more favourable for the organisation. 

The conference itself was very high on content, and the number of delegates was well in excess of 400. All the sessions were well attended. International faculty included JR Siewert from Germany, ST Fan from Hong Kong, Shin Hwang from S Korea, Mohamed Rela, and Tan Arulampallam from UK, Sumeet Mittal from USA and John Windsor from New Zealand.  Over 30 national faculty attended and delivered lectures.

The CME was a packed affair, and the topics nearly covered every aspect of Surgical Gastroenterology. Several of the younger members also lectured, and the doyens of the field were very much in attendance. The inaugural function in the evening was graced by the presence of the ASI President, Dr C Palanivelu and during this function, Dr A Rathnaswami inaugurated the meeting formally. Dr Sastry released the GI annual which is a yearly feature. 8 pioneers of the specialty, Dr RC Aranya, Dr N Ananthakrishnan, Dr B Krishna Rau, Dr BML Kapur, Dr Prakash Khanduri, Dr SP Kaushik, Dr S Nundy, and Dr N Rangabashyam were honoured and a special plaque, certificate and conference tie presented to each of them.  There was a dinner lecture on postoperative intra abdominal sepsis which was delivered by Dr A Chaudhary. After this, the dinner was held at the Asiad Tower lawns, and the ambience and food were excellent.

During the main conference, the following symposia were held: acute pancreatitis, colorectal cancer, and cholangiocarcinoma.  Lucknow orator was JR Siewert, Chennai orator Mr Mohammed Rela, and the Veerabhai JR Das Aggarwal oration of the Past President was delivered by Dr JD Wig. For the first time, there was a panel discussion on ethics in surgical practice, an indication of the Association’s recognition of the importance of the subject. Eight of the best posters were brought to the main hall and eight chosen experts were asked to critically analyse them. This was very well appreciated by one and all. The oral paper sessions were also well attended. On Day 1, the general body meeting was held, following which, a second dinner lecture on chemotherapy in GI malignancy was held.
Day 2 of the conference was highlighted by a lecture on gastroesophageal reflux disease, and by three workshops on research methodology, video editing and on staplers.  At precisely 1815, the audience was enthralled to come into video link with Professor Les Blumgart from the Memorial Sloane Kettering Cancer Center in NY, USA, who shared 4 videos over the videoconference. The tremendous knowledge of liver anatomy and the breathtaking skills of the surgeon kept the audience enthralled.
On 2nd October, the workshop was held where the following procedures were demonstrated: Extended right hepatectomy, Laparoscopic Heller’s myotomy with Dor fundoplication, laparoscopic low anterior resection, and transhiatal esophagectomy. Videos of lieno renal shunt and minimally invasive necrosectomy were also shown by S Nundy and John Windsor respectively.

Other features were the well attended breakfast sessions with the experts; 109 abstracts were received, which was the highest thus far. 28 young surgeons received a travel bursary (air travel to-and –fro, accommodation, free registration, transport, food, and also visits to AIIMS and Ganga Ram Hospital.

All in all, the conference was very well organised, attended and appreciated. The Organising Committee headed by Dr TK Chattopadhyay and Dr Peush Sahni are to be congratulated for the effort.

The following prizes were given:
Quiz

1st Prize; Laxman Khiria

2nd Prize: R Phani Krishna


    Mohammed Abdun Nayeem

Abstract prizes:

Pancreas Benign: Chronic pancreatic with and without portal hypertension: is there a difference? Ranjit Hari

Pancreas Malignant: Predictors of malignancy in pancreatic head mass. SM Sivaraj

Liver: Surgery for bilobed liver metastases. V Vimalraj.

Esophagus: Approach to pharyngoesophageal corrosive strictures. Dr Rajarathinam

Colorectal: A New technique for the management of 2nd and 3rd degree haemorrhoids. BM Mamoria.

MIS and Miscellaneous. Laparoscopic CBD exploration Vivek Mangla.
Award session. Lipi Singh, Chandigarh

KC Tan-SGPGIMS Fellowship: Biju Pottakkat

