Annual Report of IASG for the year 2007-2008.

The year began with the IASG participation in the sectional programme at the ASI Annual in Bhubaneswar on 29th and 30th December 2007. The programme was well attended and the lectures included lectures on abdominal trauma, intestinal obstruction, gastroesophageal reflux disease, and rectal prolapse. There was a short paper session followed by a special lecture on transhiatal esophagectomy for carcinoma esophagus by Dr TK Chattopadhyay  from New Delhi. Post lunch, there were deliberations on critical issues such as Hepatitis, carcinoma stomach, enterocutaneous fistula, high anal fistula and an interesting and interactive panel discussion on bile duct injury and in which Dr Ibrarullah, Mohapatra, Mittal participated. On the next day there was a lecture by Dr BV Praveen on anal sphincter repair. The attendance at the IASG sessions was very good. 

The next academic activity was the district level CME meeting in Jamshedpur organized by the department of Surgery at the Tata Main Hospital, Jamshedpur. This was held on 23 and 24th February 2008. The topics were wideranging from esophageal disease to perianal problems and virtually every aspect of GI disease was covered by a national faculty. Dr Sunil Kumar deserves congratulations for holding this meeting in such an excellent manner.

On April 13th, the next district level meeting was held in Nagpur under the joint auspices of the Maharashtra Chapter of the ASI. Dr Matkari was instrumental in putting up this programme which also featured the MASICON Oration which was delivered by Dr H Ramesh, Secretary IASG. The programme was rich and the attendance excellent. 

A lot of discussion had taken place in the last GB regarding IASG continuation in the ASI, and in accordance with GB decision, a postal referendum was carried out by the Secretariat. Over 140 votes were received (one invalid vote) and the members voted to stay in the ASI by a vote of 88 to 55.

For the first time, abstracts were received  by e mail as a prelude to online submission next year. A record 119 abstracts were received and they were evaluated by a panel of about 20 national and international experts in a common format. Papers were grouped in to best paper award, special mentioan (posters), oral and poster presentations.

The Annual Conference was held at the Savera Hotels Chennai from 25th to 28th September. Dr R Surendran was the Organising Chairman, and Dr SM Chandramohan, the Organising secretary.  Both of them with their team did a great job in managing the huge numbers of delegates. The programme was a rich and varied one and the international faculty were Dr ST Fan from Hong Kong, Dr Michael Kendrick, Clark Gamblin and Raja Kandaswamy from USA, Dr KK Madhavan from Singapore, Dr Fujita Hiromasa from Japan, and Mr KV Menon and Raj Prasad from UK. In addition there were nearly 50 national faculty who participated along with 550 delegates. The conference was inaugurated by the Governor of Tamil Nadu. Some notable features of the conference were:  Chennai oration by Dr ST Fan on Liver transplantation, Lucknow Oration by Dr Fujita on functional 3-field esophagectomy, a special mention poster session where 8 posters were evaluated critically by experts with audience interaction, a quiz by Dr Kate,  master class video sessions and damage limitation session where common problems and their management were discussed. All in all, IASG CON 2008 was a memorable affair and the social interaction including the Saturday trip to Temple Bay, Mamallapuram added to the glitter and enjoyment.

The annual GBM was held on 27th September 2008 and the minutes are outlined separately.

A new team of office bearers took over with Dr RA Sastry handing over to Dr JM Mehta. Decisions were taken to hold the next meetings in Mumbai (2009) and Hyderabad (2010). District level meetings will be held in Vellore, Kollam, and Ranchi this year.

The accounts of the IASG stand at just over Rs 10 lacs as of August 2008.

About 40 new members joined the association this year.

I thank all the members and the executive committee for giving me such support in the conduct of my secretarial duties. Ideas and suggestions are welcome. 

